
Featured Speakers 

Joseph Tychonievich is a 

life long gardener and 

lover of plants. Joseph 

earned his degree in 

horticulture from Ohio 

State University, worked 

at specialty rare plants nurseries in Michigan 

and Japan, and was named by Organic 

Gardening Magazine as one of “six young 

horticulturists who are helping to shape how 

America gardens.” He is the author of ‘Plant 

Breeding for the Home Gardener’ (Timber 

Press, 2013) and ‘Rock Gardening: 

Reimagining a Classic Style’ (Timber Press, 

2016). Currently Joseph lives and gardens 

with his husband and an adorable black cat 

in eastern Virginia. 

Greg Dunn ,is a farmer. 
He and his wife Michelle 
started Blackbird Farms 
(Coopersville, MI) in 
2013, where they grow 
certified naturally grown 
produce for local 
farmers' markets and 

their Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program. Prior to that, he worked at 
Trillium Haven Farm in Jenison, Michigan for 
several years learning the trade. He also 
works in the off-season as a gardener for 
Specialty Gardens in Grand Haven, Michigan. P
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SATURDAY , M ARCH  10, 2018  

March Garden Day 
2018 

Saturday, March 10, 2018 
 

A Celebration of 
Gardening! 

 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ уΥлл ŀΦƳΦ 

 
Grand Haven Community Center 

421 Columbus Street 
Grand Haven, Michigan 

 
 

Registration includes lunch 
$50 in advance 
$60 at the door 

Space is limited to 250 people. 
 

Sponsored by the West Michigan Nursery & 
Landscape Association 

Panel Speakers 

 

‘Fungal Wonders, Adventures with a Mycophile’ 
with Nicole Mathiasz. 
Nicole is an Advanced Master Gardener, a Master 
Naturalist in Kent County and a State of Michigan 
Certified Wild Mushroom Expert. Her talk will take 
us on an adventure into the mystery and much 
undiscovered mycological world.   
 
‘Pruning Like a Pro’ with Stacey Hirvela, 
Horticulturist, Proven Winners Color Choice Shrubs  
You’ll learn what and when to prune, but more 

importantly, you’ll gain an understanding of the 

principles of pruning so you can make confident, 

informed decisions about pruning any shrub in your 

yard. 

‘Invasive Plants: Think Environmentally, Plant 
Responsibly’ with  Chris Howe, Hortech, Inc  
Invasive species are one of the most important 

issues facing our environment today. Chris will 

present a set of videos produced by Michigan State 

University addressing: planting in the right place, 

responsible plant maintenance and what you 

should know about invasive plants.   

‘Yoga for Gardeners’ with Kathi Skorupski  
Kathi has been a certified YogaFit instructor for 20 
years.  She has taught at schools, businesses, Tri-
Cities YMCA, St Patrick and St Anthony churches, 
and private classes.  She has instructed everyone 
from children to senior chair yoga. Join Kathi for a 
special yoga session specifically for gardeners. (No 
special equipment required, low impact). 
 
‘Start Your Garden from Seed’  with Julie Francke, 
Curator of Horticulture, Frederick Meijer Gardens 
& Sculpture Park 
Whether you grow annuals, vegetables or 
wildflowers, discover how rewarding and easy it is 
to start many of your plants from seed. Learn how 
this little extra effort will not only save you money, 
it can help ease the wintertime blues.  
x 



 

 

 

Inspired by the tiny plants and dramatic, rocky 

landscapes found on mountain tops, rock 

gardening uses a range of unusual, small plants 

in combination with beautiful stones to create 

miniaturized landscapes.  

This approach to gardening is water-wise, 

perfect for containers, small gardens, and for 

gardeners interested in exploring a whole new 

group of beautiful plants. Joseph will share 

images of rock gardens to get you inspired. He 

will introduce the basic principles of creating 

rock gardens, and an introduction to some of 

the most attractive and easy to grow plants to 

get you started.  

3:00 March Garden Day concludes.  
 

 

8:00 Registration & Check-In   
Visit exhibits, indoor gardens & silent 
auction. Professionals will be available to 
answer your gardening questions. 

Environmentally conscious horticulture aimed at 

supporting pollinators is the hottest trend in 

gardening right now, especially among younger 

gardeners. It isn't enough the plants look pretty, 

now we want them to save the world as well. In this 

talk, Joseph will share some of the most fascinating 

ways plants have evolved to attract their preferred 

pollinators. Along with a tour of nature's most 

creative (and sometimes disgusting) methods of 

connecting pollinators and plants,. Joseph will  

share practical ideas about pollinators and  ways to 

approach creating  that are both beautiful and full 

of rich insect diversity. 

 
What do we mean when we talk about organic 
gardening? Learn how to grow food that is healthy 
for you and the environment. Starting from the 
ground up, learn organic methods for preparing the 
site and how to amend the soil. Then receive tips 
on how to select the best varieties and rotate crops. 
Learn techniques that will prevent problems and 
how to respond when problems do arise, from 
blight on tomatoes to cabbage moths on crucifers. 

Choice of Breakout Sessions 
 

1. Fungal Wonders, Adventures with a 
Mycophile ,  
Nicole Mathiasz 
 
2. Pruning Like a Pro , 
 Stacey Hirvela 
 
3.Invasive Plants: Think 
Environmentally, Plant Responsibly, 
Chris Howe 
 
4. Start Your Garden From Seed,  
Julie Francke 
 
5. Yoga for Gardeners, Kathi Skorupski  
 ό[ƻǿ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΣ ƴƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ) 

 
Check us out on Facebook for 

pictures  
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MARCH GARDEN DAY 
Schedule of Events 

9:00 Session 1  
Gardening for Pollinators 
with Joseph Tychonievich 

11:45 - 1:15 Breakout Sessions &Lunch 
Break  
This is a great time to tour the indoor 
gardens, visit the booths, attend a 30 
minute Breakout Session, & enjoy lunch 
which is included with registration. 

Help us go Green!  
 Please recycle all compostable/

biodegradable/recyclable materials in 
appropriate containers! 

1:45 Silent Auction Closes  
Please be present to win items.  
MasterCard & Visa accepted. Thank you for 
your support of the WMNLA Scholarship & 
Horticulture Education Grant! 

Attendance will qualify 
for 5 Education Credits 

toward Master Gardener  
Re-Certification 

March Garden Day  
is sponsored by the West 

Michigan Nursery & 
Landscape Association, a 

local non-profit 
organization of 

gardening and landscape 
professionals.   Proceeds 

from this event help 
fund the WMNLA 

Scholarship Programs. 

10:30 Session 2  
The Theory and Practice of Organic 
Gardening with Gregory Dunn 

1:45 Session 3   
Rock Gardening: Reimagining a  
Classic Style with 
 Joseph Tychonievich 


