
FEATURED SPEAKERS 

Susan Martin is an avid 
gardener, writer and speaker 
for gardening audiences 
across the U.S. She has spent 
nearly two decades in the 

Horticulture Industry working in new plant 
development, garden design, 
communications, sales and marketing, 
including over a decade in management at 
the largest wholesale grower of bare root 
perennials in the United States. Susan finds 
her calling in spreading the joy of gardening 
to her fellow gardeners, a love which was 
instilled in her by her parents. She is a native 
of Michigan where she has been digging in 
the dirt since age four. Follow her on 
Facebook at Gardener Sue’s News. 
 

Rebecca Finneran , Senior 
Horticulture Educator, MSU 
Extension. Rebecca received a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Horticulture with emphasis in 
Landscape Design from 

Michigan State University. She has been 
serving Michigan as MSU Extension 
Horticulture Educator since 1987  helping 
the green industry and consumers learn 
about horticulture, the environment and 
pesticide safety.  Finneran teaches and 
sponsors numerous consumer horticulture 
programs across the state and is a prolific 
writer.  Finneran previously served on the 
Board of Directors for the Grand Rapids 
based Frederik Meijer Gardens for twelve 
years and is currently overseeing an urban 
display garden in Grand Rapids known as the 
“Grand Ideas Garden” located at MSU 
Extension. (775 Ball Ave. NE)   
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SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 2017 

March Garden Day 
2017 

Saturday, March 11, 2017 
 

A Celebration of 
Gardening! 

 
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. 

 
Grand Haven Community Center 

421 Columbus Street 
Grand Haven, Michigan 

 
 

Registration includes lunch 
$45 in advance 
$50 at the door 

Space is limited to 250 people. 
 

Sponsored by the West Michigan Nursery & 
Landscape Association 

Panel Speakers 

 
‘Roses: What’s New and Old’ with Eric Nelson, 
Weesies Brothers Garden Center and Landscaping  
Eric Nelson is a garden designer and nursery buyer for 
Weesies Brothers Garden Centers and Landscaping in 
Montague, Michigan. Eric has been a Certified 
Michigan Nurseryman for over 25 years. He has 
offered programs on horticultural topics at Frederick 
Meijer Gardens, various garden clubs and previous 
March Garden Days.  
 
‘Indoor Miniscapes: Creating Miniature Gardens and 
Terrariums’ with Bev Harkema, Jonkers Garden  
Bev joined the Jonkers Garden team in May of 2014. 
Bev is responsible for ordering hard goods, gifts and 
houseplants for the indoor and outdoor garden shops. 
In addition to ordering Bev has a great eye for 
merchandising and design from her 15+ years of retail 
garden center experience, including designing fun, tiny 
gardens.  
 
‘Mature and Ornamental Tree Pruning’ with Keith 
Hogan, Bartlett Tree Experts  
Keith is an ISA certified arborist who has been working 
for Bartlett Tree Experts for the past 9 years. He has 
previous experience as a climber, plant health care 
technician and now as an  Arborist Representative. 
Even though he no longer spends his work hours 
swinging  around trees on a daily basis, he maintains a 
close connection to the trees through competitive tree 
climbing. 
 
‘Yoga  for Gardeners’ with Kathi Skorupski  
Kathi has been a certified YogaFit instructor for 19 
years.  She has taught at schools, businesses, Tri-Cities 
YMCA, St Patrick and St Anthony churches, and private 
classes.  She has instructed everyone from children to 
senior chair yoga. (No special equipment required, low 
impact). 
 
‘Tools & Tool Tips from the Pros’ with Paul Keifer, 
owner Specialty Gardens, Allison Jesky, Irrigation 
Specialist, Hope College and  Greg Dunn, owner 
Blackbird Farms CSA 
In this panel discussion three gardening professionals 
will discuss the ‘go to’ gardening tools and provide tips 
for sourcing, using and maintenance.   
 



 

 

 

1:45 Session 3   
Moving Beyond Pretty: Plants with 
Bonus Points 
with Susan Martin  
 

When the plant catalogs begin to 
arrive, our eyes are filled with 
botanical eye candy. The challenge is 
to look beyond the pretty flowers and 
actively seek out plants that deliver 
more color for shade, food for 
pollinators, greater durability and 
many other gardening solutions. As 
you begin to see plants from a new 
perspective, consider resisting impulse 
buys and selecting plants in a more 
intentional way instead. We’re moving 
beyond pretty and into the realm of 
more. 
 

3:00 March Garden Day concludes.  
 

 

8:00 Registration & Check-In   
Visit exhibits, indoor gardens & silent 
auction.  Professionals will be available 
to answer your gardening questions. 

Shade. Most of us have it, but many of 
us are unsure what to do with it. Over 
ten years of experience gardening in 
every degree of shade near the Lake 
Michigan shoreline has taught Susan 
many lessons and ignited her passion for 
shade gardening, which she will gladly 
share with you. You’ll learn how to take 
advantage of the conditions you have, 
not those you wish you had, and 
discover life beyond hostas in the shade 
garden.  

 
10:30 Session 2 
Smart Plants for Pollinators  
with Rebecca Finneran   
Supporting native bees and beneficial 
insects right at home is the first step in 
conservation of these species.  By 
choosing the right plants and adopting 
“Smart Gardening” behaviors, we can 
help our native bee and insect 
populations thrive.  Join Rebecca for a 
look at a wide palette of plants as well as 
conservation techniques to encourage 
pollinators.   

Choice of Breakout Sessions 
 

1. What’s New and Old in Roses , 
Eric Nelson 
 
2. Indoor Miniscapes: Creating 
Miniature Gardens and Terrariums , 
 Bev Harkema 
 
3. Mature and Ornamental Tree 
Pruning, Keith Hogan 
 
4. Tools and Tips from the Pros, Paul 
Keifer, Allison Jesky, Greg Dunn 
 
5. Yoga for Gardeners, Kathi Skorupski  
 (Low impact, no special equipment needed) 

 
Check us out on Facebook for 

pictures  
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MARCH GARDEN DAY 
Schedule of Events 

9:00 Session 1  
Lessons Learned Under the Trees 
with Susan Martin 

11:45 - 1:15 Breakout Sessions &Lunch 
Break  
This is a great time to tour the indoor 
gardens, visit the booths, attend a 30 
minute Breakout Session, & enjoy lunch 
which is included with registration. 

Help us go Green!  
 Please recycle all compostable/
biodegradable/recyclable materials in 
appropriate containers! 
 

1:45 Silent Auction Closes  
Please be present to win items.  
MasterCard & Visa accepted. Thank you for 
your support of the WMNLA Scholarship & 
Horticulture Education Grant! 

Attendance will qualify 
for 5 Education Credits 

toward Master Gardener  
Re-Certification 

March Garden Day  
is sponsored by the West 

Michigan Nursery & 
Landscape Association, a 

local non-profit 
organization of 

gardening and landscape 
professionals.   Proceeds 

from this event help 
fund the WMNLA 

Scholarship Programs. 


